
 
 

 

North Pittsburgh Past Finders Metal Detecting Club 

(724) 602-6936 

Meetings Held at the North Hills United 

Presbyterian Church 

100 Bellevue Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15229 

www.NorthPittsburghPastFinders.com 

 
 

 

NORTH PITTSBURGH PAST FINDERS (NPPF) CLUB NEWSLETTER 
APRIL 2025 

 
President: Frank Bjalobok    Vice President: Bill West    Treasurer: David Sins  

Secretary: Doreen Tumminello 

 
NPPF held the April meeting on Monday, April 7th.  There were 32 attendees.  We want to give a nice warm 
welcome to our newest member, Dena Walzl.  Glad to have you join! Our next meeting will be on May 5th. 

 

CLUB NEWS AND UPDATES 
 

Our President, Frank Bjalobok started the meeting off at 7:15 pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting 
concluded at 8:45 p.m.   
 
Financials:  David Sins, the Treasurer, updated the club regarding financials.  The beginning balance was 
$1,800.  From the March meeting:  The 50/50 brought in $42, silver dollar: $60, membership dues: $90, Game 
of Chance Auction: $120, for an income of $2,112.   
Expenses: Snacks: $10, Speaker Fee/History Hobo: $125, Door Prize $10, Find of the Year Prize Money: $50, 
Silver Dollar Purchase: $280, Total expenses paid out $513. The checkbook balance after month end is now 
$1,599.  
 

 
SEEDED HUNT: Its confirmed! Our Seeded Hunt will be on Sunday May 18. Noon to eat and 1:00 p.m. to 
hunt.  This hunt will be located at a NEW location in North Park.  It will be at the North Carolina Grove, N.Ridge 
Drive, Allison Park, PA 15101. NEW Each member will be charged $5 to participate in the hunt. The club will 
give away a roll of silver dimes (50), a roll of silver quarters (40), 10 silver half dollars and 100 plain quarters.  
That represents a total of 200 coins available to find.  The hunt will be limited to members only.  The club will 
provide chips, refreshments and hotdogs.  Bring your detector and digger (and your $5).    
 
If anyone has rolls of silver dimes and quarters – we will buy them from you, $100 for the dimes $220 for the 
quarters! 
 
In July or August (date to be determined) will be our 4th Annual Jim Sheldon Memorial Picnic & Hunt.  Our 
Annual Holiday Party at Monte Cellos will be on December 9th. 
 

 
MAY SPEAKER: The Waddman, aka Gary Waddall, will give us a presentation on his Blisstool metal detector 
and its finds and quirks.  He is well versed in giving entertaining presentations, as he has already done this 
demo at the Butler Club and got many thanks and numerous curtain calls and shouts of "MORE MORE 
PLEASE MORE"!!  (Or was that just Red?) And I’m sure our own members will be even more enthusiastic with our 
applauds! 
 
We will discuss the Club’s Bylaws at the May meeting.  We have made some edits to it.  NEW:  Also Jim 
Pschirer volunteered to lead a discussion on “Metal Detecting Basics,” which would provide those of us who 
have little or no experience guidance on 1) figuring out how to use a metal detector, 2) where to search, and 3) 
how to search. There are many other discussion points that will be covered, so we look forward to learning 
throughout the summer meetings. 
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NEW:  The club will be adding meetings in the months of July and September. Mark your calendars:  July 7th 
and September 8th, (since September 1st is a holiday).  In the past, it was decided that a meeting would be 
conducted during the Seeded Hunts. But we are getting so much out of our meetings at the church, it was 
decided to add them to our schedule.  
 
A Game of Chance:   We will have a Game of Chance during the April meeting!!!   
To refresh your memory, its where members buy tickets to win prizes by placing them in bags assigned to 
specific items that other members brought in.  The more tickets a member buys for an item, the greater their 
chance of winning. We will have Game of Chance tickets to sell at $5.   At the end of the meeting, the 
Chairperson, Mary George, will draw a ticket for each item and announce the winners. So bring in your items 
you don’t want. 
 
THIS IS WHERE WE NEED YOUR HELP: Everyone probably received a gift over the holidays you don’t want, 
well put it to a good cause and bring those items in. Other ideas: clothes, new or pre-owned (they must be a 
gently worn condition); jewelry, vases, hard cash as in a $10 bill, lamps, books etc. -- and to make it more fun, 
you may want to tape a silver dime on your item.  While this game is voluntary, it benefits all members!!!! Our 
goal is to have more coins (& varieties) at our seeded hunts. It’s a win win!!! We get to have more fun at our 
monthly meetings while increasing our chances at our seeded hunts!  We thank you in advance and look 
forward to some good prizes and fun club fellowship!  Remember, this fundraiser will be held each month. 
 

 
Spring Raffle April 7, 2025 was a success!  We took in $700 from the Spring Raffle that night.  We are truly 
thankful for the support of all members.  All the cupcakes were delicious (thanks to Julie) and all the baskets 
and the specialty items were displayed exceptionally outstanding.  We want to especially recognize and thank 
Mary George, Julie Davis and Doreen Tumminello. Baskets Raffle Winners were Squeak McDowell, Doreen 
Tumminello, Tom and Mary George (who won 4), Ray Rak, Al Ventura and Gary Waddall.   
 
Winners:  Each NPPF monthly meeting holds opportunities to be a winner!  Buy a ticket ($5) for the 50/50 and 
($5) for a Silver Dollar for a chance to win, and simply signing into the meeting, gives you a chance to win a 
Door Prize.  
 
Find of the Month:  The games started this month, thanks to all who brought in alot of interesting items.   
 
Jewelry: First place: Red Craft with a WW1 Navy ring.  Second place: Harry Sheldon with a Timex watch. 
Coin: First place: Red Craft with a silver half dollar.  Second place: Al Sheldon with a 1911 Barber Dime. 
Miscellaneous: First place: Gary Waddall with an 1890 Cap Gun. Second place: Mike Gray with a Champion 
Lock.   
 
      50/50:  Doug Taylor           2 Door Prizes:  Ken Rutherford & Bill West         Silver Coin:   Jim Stedeford 

Congratulations to the winners! 
 

 
Meeting Dates for 2025:    MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 
May 5 
May 18 is our Spring Seeded Hunt 
June 2 
July 7  
August 4 
September 8 
October 6 
November 3 
December 9 – Holiday Party 
 
Doreen Tumminello, NPPF Secretary  

Please check out the attached photos! 
Attachments  
  



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 



 

 
  
 
 

North Pittsburgh Past Finders Metal Detecting Club 
Digging in the Dirt to Preserve the Past 

 

web: NorthPittsburghPastFinders.com Facebook: North Pittsburgh Past Finders Official Instagram: North Pittsburgh Past Finders 

 

Scan the QR Codes to see our Social Media 
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